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Four months after 8,000 homes were destroyed in the Gaza Strip, the families affected have no 
prospect of building new homes because the Israeli authorities continue to prevent construction 
materials from entering Gaza.
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This paper was written by Sara Hamood. It is part of a series of papers written to 
inform public debate on development and humanitarian policy issues. 

The text may be used free of charge for the purposes of advocacy, campaigning, 
education, and research, provided that the source is acknowledged in full. The 
copyright holder requests that all such use be registered with them for impact 
assessment purposes. For copying in any other circumstances, or for re-use in 
other publications, or for translation or adaptation, permission must be secured and 
a fee may be charged. E-mail publish@oxfam.org.uk. 

For further information on the issues raised in this paper please e-mail 
advocacy@oxfaminternational.org. 

The information in this publication is correct at the time of going to press. 
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Logistics Cluster, at: http://www.logcluster.org/gaza09a/supply-chain/clearance-
status-of-humanitarian-cargo/Narrative/view. 
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http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/2009/Increased_humanitari
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http://www.imf.org/external/np/wbg/2009/pdf/022509.pdf.  
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7 See UN Humanitarian Country Team’s ‘Framework for the Provision of 
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11 ‘Gaza Humanitarian Situation Report’, 1-31 October 2007, p.3, OCHA, at: 
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Gaza_Sitrep_2007_11_05.pdf 
12 Sufa has been closed by the Israeli authorities since 12 September 2008. 
13 The $1000 handling charge per truck refers to the costs of removing all items 
from the truck’s container, loading the items on pallets, and wrapping and labelling 
them. 
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16 See articles 55, 56, 59 and 60 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
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