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Four months after 8,000 homes were destroyed in the Gaza Strip, the families affected have no
prospect of building new homes because the Israeli authorities continue to prevent construction

materials from entering Gaza.
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Impact of Palestinian divisions on the humanitarian situation
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Failure of the international community to put people first
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Notes

© Oxfam International June 2009

This paper was written by Sara Hamood. It is part of a series of papers written to
inform public debate on development and humanitarian policy issues.

The text may be used free of charge for the purposes of advocacy, campaigning,
education, and research, provided that the source is acknowledged in full. The
copyright holder requests that all such use be registered with them for impact
assessment purposes. For copying in any other circumstances, or for re-use in
other publications, or for translation or adaptation, permission must be secured and
a fee may be charged. E-mail publish@oxfam.org.uk.

For further information on the issues raised in this paper please e-mail
advocacy@oxfaminternational.org.

The information in this publication is correct at the time of going to press.
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Oxfam International is a confederation of thirteen organizations working together in more
than 100 countries to find lasting solutions to poverty and injustice: Oxfam America, Oxfam
Australia, Oxfam-in-Belgium, Oxfam Canada, Oxfam France - Agir ici, Oxfam Germany,
Oxfam GB, Oxfam Hong Kong, Intermén Oxfam (Spain), Oxfam Ireland, Oxfam New
Zealand, Oxfam Novib (Netherlands), and Oxfam Québec. Please call or write to any of the
agencies for further information, or visit www.oxfam.org .
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! ‘Pasta, paper and hearing aids that could threaten Israel’'s security’ The
Independent, 2 March 2009, at: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-
east/the-pasta-paper-and-hearing-aids-that-could-threaten-israeli-security-
1635143.html. See also: ‘Clinton warns Israel over delays in Gaza aid’ Haaretz, 25
February 2009, at: http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1066821.html

2 For full details, see ‘Status of Clearance for Humanitarian Cargo, 25 March 2009’,
Logistics Cluster, at: http://www.logcluster.org/gaza09a/supply-chain/clearance-
status-of-humanitarian-cargo/Narrative/view.

® As reported by the Israel Minstry of Foreign Affairs, at:
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communigues/2009/Increased humanitari
an_aid Gaza after IDF operation Jan 2009.htm.

4 Logistics Cluster, 22 April 2009.

® See ‘Macroeconomic and Fiscal Framework 13 for the West Bank and Gaza:
Third Review of Progress’, 25 February 2009, International Monetary Fund at:
http://www.imf.org/external/np/wbg/2009/pdf/022509.pdf.

® For details, see ‘Field Update on Gaza from the Humanitarian Coordinator’, 24 -

30 March 2009 at:

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha _opt gaza humanitarian_situation_report
2009 03 30 english.pdf.

" See UN Humanitarian Country Team’s ‘Framework for the Provision of
Humanitarian Assistance in Gaza’, May 2009.

® See UN Flash Appeal at:
http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/9a798adbf322aff38525617b006d88d7/5al1b12
c81853b8e385257552006ad3ealOpenDocument.

° These figures are estimates by WFP and FAO, quoted in ‘Field Update on Gaza

from the Humanitarian Coordinator’, OCHA, 30 January - 2 February 2009, at:

http://www.ochaopt.org/qazacrisis/admin/output/files/ocha_opt gaza humanitarian
situation_report 2009 02 02_english.pdf.

1% Other items include: seeds and seedlings; fertilisers and pesticides; irrigation
pipelines, pumps and plastic tanks; young animals; and veterinary vaccines, drugs
and detergents, among other things.

! ‘Gaza Humanitarian Situation Report’, 1-31 October 2007, p.3, OCHA, at:
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/Gaza_ Sitrep 2007 11 05.pdf

12 Sufa has been closed by the Israeli authorities since 12 September 2008.

% The $1000 handling charge per truck refers to the costs of removing all items
from the truck’s container, loading the items on pallets, and wrapping and labelling
them.



* No grounds have been provided for the refusal of access or explanation offered
of why permits are required.

> OCHA Protection of Civilians Report 22-28April 2009, see
http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_protection_of civilians_weekly 2009
_04_30_english.pdf.

6 See articles 55, 56, 59 and 60 of the Fourth Geneva Convention.

7 Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: ‘No protected person may be
punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective
penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.
Pillage is prohibited. Reprisals against protected persons and their property are
prohibited.’

18410 Patients Die and Health Conditions of Hundreds Deteriorate as Gaza’s
External Medical Treatment Crisis Continues’, Palestinian Centre for Human
Rights, 19 April 2009, see http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/PressR/English/2008/51-
2009.html.

¥ PCHR Welcomes Resumption of Work at External Medical Treatment
Department’, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 27 April 2009, see
http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/PressR/English/2008/57-2009.html.

%% In a welcome move in February 2009, senior EU officials (Czech Foreign Minster
Karel Schwarzenberg - as EU President, EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana, EU
External Relations Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner and EU Humanitarian
Aid Commissioner Louis Michel) sent a letter expressing concern at restrictions on
humanitarian access. No follow-up is yet reported following a reply from the
Government of Israel. See:

http://www.islamonline.net/serviet/Satellite?c=Article C&cid=1233567672361&pag
ename=Zone-English-News/NWELayout. Other examples include: ‘Kouchner
urges Israel to lift blockade’ 17 Jan 09, at:
http://www.arabnews.com/?page=4&section=0&article=106855&d=17&m=2&y=20
08; ‘Brown calls for end to Gaza isolation’, 18 January 2009, at:
http://uk.reuters.com/article/worldNews/idUKTRE50H29320090118

! For example, as agreed in the The Code of Conduct for the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement and NGOs in Disaster Relief
(http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/code-of-conduct-290296).

2 The UN Humanitarian Country Team, led by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator,
is comprised of UN agencies and several international NGOs.

% For more information on the ‘do no harm’ principle, see:
http://www.cdainc.com/cdawww/project _profile.php?pid=DNH&pname=D0%20No
%20Harm.

* For example, see comments by Tony Blair, Quartet Representative, in 'Hamas
must be brought into the peace process, says Blair’, The Times, 31 January 2009
at: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article5621184.ece.

% The Middle East Quartet: a Progress Report’, a joint agency report signed by
Oxfam International, among others, September 2008. See:
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/middle-east-quartet-progress-
report-25-sept08.pdf.




